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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  

candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark 

schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens 

m arkers m ust  use their professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle m ark if there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to 

find the best  m ark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer m eets the 

requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks 

within the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider 

awarding m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to 

the descriptor . This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et .  



 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

different  ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted.  

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 - 6  • Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgem ent  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has im plicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criteria for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and som e analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining som e key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to dem onst rate som e understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  m aterial lacks 

range or depth 

• At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for j udgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall judgem ent  to them , 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

m eet  m ost  of it s dem ands. 

• Valid criteria by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions m ay only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is supported.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether changes to the law 

on censorship was the m ain reason why Britain becam e a m ore perm issive 

society in the years 1964-70.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Changes in the censorship law allowed publicat ions which prom oted m ore 

perm issive at t itudes 

• The influence of the case of the publicat ion of Lady Chat terley’s Lover  

• New direct ion in film  and theat re with included nudity on stage 

• The significance of the northern novel/ film  e.g. ‘Saturday Night , Sunday 

Morning’ which reflected perm issive behaviours.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The role and greater prevalence of sat ire and its m ocking/ challenging of 

established inst itut ions and convent ions 

• Changing at t itudes in respect  of wom en and the young, and their role in 

society  

• The role of Roy Jenkins as Hom e Secretary and a driver of change 

• Changing at t itudes and laws towards issues of hom osexualit y, abort ion 

and divorce 

• A decline in the influence of the established Church of England. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether st r ike act ion by 

t rade unions was the m ain reason for problem s in the Brit ish econom y in the 

1970s.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:   

• The im pact  of the m iners’ st r ikes of 1972 and 1974  

• Widespread st r ike act ion dam aged m anufacturing product ion in a range of 

indust r ies 

• The use of ‘fly ing pickets’ led to st r ikes becom ing m ore widespread  

• The im plem entat ion of t he ‘three-day’ week disrupted econom ic act ivit y  

• The ‘winter of discontent ’ further dam aged the econom y.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The 1973 OPEC oil cr isis had a m ajor im pact  on oil prices and created 

problem s in the econom y  

• I nflat ion had been steadily r ising in the 1960s and now hit  new heights in 

the 1970s, at  one point  it  was 25%  per annum  

• The im pact  of EEC m em bership and currency conversion added to 

inflat ionary pressure in the econom y  

• The IMF bail-out  led to im posed public spending rest r ict ions which led to 

the Social Cont ract  and associated econom ic problem s.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the Poll Tax was the 

m ain reason why Margaret  Thatcher fell from  power in 1990.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Poll Tax was unpopular and the policy was linked personally to 

Thatcher  

• A well-organised cam paign against  the Poll Tax included people from  all 

classes/ ages, including m any t radit ional Conservat ive voters who becam e 

dissat isfied with Thatcher ’s leadership of the count ry and Part y  

• The Ant i-Poll Tax protest  and dem onst rat ions, part icularly those in London 

which at t racted 200,000 people, resulted in r iot ing, injury and propert y 

dam age and, as a consequence, the Conservat ive governm ent ’s popularit y 

fell in opinion polls 

• The Poll Tax alienated m any newly converted Conservat ive supporters and 

this raised concerns am ongst  the leadership of the Part y.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• ‘Howe’s revenge’, a resignat ion statem ent  in the House of Com m ons and 

broadcast  on TV, was seen as a scathing at tack on Thatcher and her 

dictatorial style of leadership 

• The role of Heselt ine over the ‘West land Affair ’ m eant  he becam e a 

m agnet  for disaffected Conservat ive MPs which underm ined Thatcher’s 

leadership  

• Thatcher ’s use of outside polit ical and econom ic advisers was unpopular 

with her m inisters, in part icular Lawson as the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer  

• The flagship Thatcher policy of low and under-cont rol inflat ion was in ruins 

by 1990 as inflat ion was running at  10.9%  

• Labour Part y recovery had m ade a Labour elect ion victory m ore credible 

and, as a consequence, som e Conservat ives now saw Thatcher as an 

electoral liabilit y. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the im pact  of the 

‘swinging sixt ies’ on Brit ish society was lim ited in the years 1964-79.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The ‘swinging sixt ies’ was London focused and based on a m ythical fusion 

of design/ fashion and pop m usic and did not  extend into the 1970s   

• The im pact  was based around som e iconic im ages owned by the few, e.g. 

the Mini car, and by the 1970s consum erism  had taken over  

• The ‘swinging sixt ies’ was m edia generated and not  realit y, e.g. Tim e 

Magazine front  page feature ent it led ‘London:  The Swinging City’ 

• The focus was on fashionable parts of London, such as, Soho, Chelsea and 

Mayfair, but  these were far  rem oved from  the council estates and life in 

other m ajor cit ies, both in the 1960s and 1970s 

• The econom ic realit y of the late 1960s and 1970s suggested that  the 

1960s’ boom  was short  lived and not  epoch changing. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The 1960s did see the start  of a m odern consum er society that  cut  across 

class, social and generat ional divides and that  cont inued into the 1970s 

• The growing sense of individual autonom y changed the way in which 

individual and civil r ights were understood, a t rend that  cont inued into the 

1970s 

• The 1960s saw the r ise of TV as a universal presence in people’s hom es, it  

created a cultural t ransform at ion and this cont inued into the 1970s 

• The 1960s challenges to the posit ion of wom en, m inorit ies, and the young 

saw change and opportunity as possible, and this cont inued in the 1970s.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  
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